
 
 

Prompt Hierarchy for Physical Support 
from least intrusive to most intrusive 

 
 

 
       Holding jointly onto an object (pen, stylus, toy, ball, 
       etc.) -- no actual contact with the child’s body 

 
 
 
                                        

 
    Any kind of physical contact at all, e.g., knee touching knee 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                     Adult finger on child’s shoulder 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               Hand under elbow 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                Hand under wrist 
 

 
 
 

 
Touch cue or light tapping on back of child’s hand  

                                                       http://www.cadbs.org/news/a03-touch-cues/ 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                          Hand under hand 
 
 
 
 
 
 


