Sam Craft Orientation and mobility 
Sam Craft, orientation and mobility. A boy in high school uniform uses his cane to descend a set of stairs. 

I'm Sam Craft, I'm in year 10 at Matthew High School. And yet. 

Enjoy it? 

Yeah. I get around pretty good. Get to class by myself. You know. Quite able to get around and glad that I'm able to-- I'm not asking any one for where is this room, where is that. 

But will you ask for help if you need it? 

Yeah, definitely. Definitely. I'm not one to get lost. I start when I was in year six I used to come up here every week, every Monday afternoon for two hours to get me orientated with the school. And that went really well. 

Excellent. We did have a change of timetable recently. What did we do to make sure that you got to your new classroom OK? 

Well, you showed me how to get from where I knew, which was over the top near the science blocks, down that metal walkway and then turn left, go straight ahead and then-- yeah, you're pretty much at the classroom. 

Yeah. And you go off there by yourself, don't you? 

Yeah, get there by myself. 

Yes, Sam, when you had that timetable change, you told me that you did get lost. 

One time I did, yeah, but one of the kids was around and got me on the right track. So that was good. I wasn't that far off target. 

Yeah. 

Just a bit off. 

Were you a bit worried about that? 

Not really. I just knew where I sort of was, and I went up and down. Yeah. One of my mates yelled out, and I said yeah, I've got a bit lost, and he goes you're going the wrong way. So I turned around and went back the right way and got to class. 

OK. Sam, can you head off to the student attendance office for me, please? 

Yeah, sure. It's gonna get wet. 

OK. 

A boy using a long cane moves safely and confidently along a path on the outside of a school building. The boy enters the building, uses his cane to find a tactile walkway and follows it to the student attendance office. 

What about the stairs? Because this school's got a lot of stairs and a lot of uneven surfaces. 

I [INAUDIBLE] the stairs myself, but you can't do anything. I just grab onto the railing and hoping the kids don't get in my way. But yeah, [INAUDIBLE]. 

Three and a half years. 

Three and a half years I've been here. 

Wow. So that's a lot of stairs that you've climbed in that time. 

Oh, yeah. You're not wrong. Well, I know for a fact that there's 17 going down from here. Like the library down to the undercroft. That that's only once. But in that flight and they'd be probably about to same up the end the Maths corridor. 

Right. 

Which I fell down once. 

Oh, did you? 

Yeah, I fell down and I was going English. This would be nine months ago. It was last year. I was in a bit of a hurry, and me legs slipped and down I went. 

So you only had one fall in three and a half years. 

I think so. 

That's a bit of a record, I think. 

I think, so for my record, yeah. 

Now. 

That's one incident I've had. 

Now-- 

Smash into a lot of polls. 

Where do you go for lunch? 

Amphitheater or if it's raining, like it is today, up near the Science block, under that under covered wall. Well, not a walkway. Under covered area up there. 

Now I've never taken you to those areas except when we were first learning and doing the transition. So do you go by yourself? 

Yeah. 

And is that how you prefer? 

Four or five of my mates walk with me and we would just talk and that, but I can get there myself. 

OK, so you don't have a teacher coming to get you. 

No, no, no. None of that. 

OK, that's pretty good. 

I haven't had that for years. Yeah, the bus bay I get to by myself to catch the bus home. Get up here of a morning, went to the oval, which I did get lost on the last day of term. I was over at the oval and I got over there myself, but I went-- I was going into the drama room for roll call and I've gone, I don't know where I went. I was gone from the oval to that undercover walkway. 

There is a brick wall and I was trying to get to that and climb over and go round. But I think I'd gone up into the bush, so I've turned around, come back and then one of my mates said, where are you going? And I said, the drama room. And they go, you're on the pathway down, and I said, oh, all right. And that was it. 

So yeah. That was one. That was on the last day of term and I went over there yesterday morning and I was fine. Even though one of my mates said you going to get lost again? I said, probably not. 

So Sam, you probably hear myself and probably some of the other teachers talking about independence. 

Yeah. 

Do you enjoy going along, meeting up with your mates at lunchtime and getting-- 

I enjoy that, yeah. Quite you know. Regularly I'll go up and have a talk to them and say what's going on. But yeah. I'm good that way. Good at finding out where they're at and I don't know, like if I'm in bus bay of an afternoon I walk round and round and round till I find someone I know and talk to them. 

Excellent. And you do that all by yourself, don't you? 

Oh yeah. Get on well. I don't get on the bus by myself, I get help there. But I could do it myself. If it came to no one being there. They'd all-- all the teacher would have to tell me is which entry way to go to. And I'd be fine there. 

Because we covered those entry ways. 

Oh, yeah. In year six. Covered them. They were the first. 

Actually I don't even see you going from class to class. I just turn up and you're there. 

Occasionally I'll get a room change, what can you do? Go along. 

Yeah. 

[? Even ?] a couple of me mates that complain. 

All right, Sam. I might get you to hop off and hop up and head off to the stairs, if you don't mind. Just sat outside the library. 

Yeah, sure. 

The boy using his cane walks through the high school library. 

So Sam, you've fairly well proven that you can get from class to class by yourself. How do you go inside the room? 

Yeah, pretty good, mostly. I go independently. So that's good. I don't have any teachers helping me or the teacher will remind me what to do. I'll get my BrailleNote, which is the machine I use. 

How do they know what you're doing on the BrailleNote, Sam? 

Got a monitor, actually. It's a screen that connects by a cord to the BrailleNote, and then I'll just flick it over to VGA, which is visual display, and then whoever is around can look at the screen and that tells them what I'm actually doing. 

Make sure you're doing your work, eh? 

Yeah, I have to, sometimes. I'm caught off guard. Yeah. 

Sam, how do you get your work? Like you talk about your BrailleNote. 

Oh, yeah. USB, mainly. The teacher will just [INAUDIBLE] the work. And then I'll save it on to the USB and then I'll put the USB to the BrailleNote and then save it onto my BrailleNote. That's as easy as it gets. 

Yeah. So you're doing the by yourself. 

Yeah, I can do that for myself. No drama. 

OK. Occasionally you have problems. So what do you do? 

Oh, tell the teacher mainly, yeah. And I'll do whatever they can to help. If we have discussions I'll contribute to that. So that's good. I'm a good talker. 

Are you a good talker, Sam? 

I'm a constant talker. Sam, now you're not independent in every class. There are some classes where you do need assistance. What classes are they? 

Well, when I did Wood last year, I needed assistance with that. [INAUDIBLE] it all depends what we're doing with that. 

Yeah. 

Dancing was our last unit. That was a drama. Yesterday for PE we did the beat test. And then I ran with one of my mates. I held on to him and we ran. 

Tech. 

Food tech, yeah. Well, that's, um-- yeah, I need help with cracking that. I partner up with whoever I can, it doesn't really matter. 

So you partner up with one of your mates or somebody. 

One of my mates or someone. 

Who's in your group. 

Yeah and then-- it's good. 

Yeah. Do you do your own washing up? 

Occasionally. Yeah. I dry out, mainly. 

Oh, OK. I just wanted to make sure. 

Yeah. I have washed out before. 

I wanted to make sure I had that on tape, Sam, so that I'm going to send this home to your mum and tell her that Sam can do the washing up from now on. 

Oh, if she heard that, I would be in crap, I reckon. 

Oh, dear. She-- 

[INAUDIBLE] every night. 

She would just be so excited. 

Every night. 

Yeah, I get there by myself. I'll leave when the bell goes. 

Excellent. So you go with all your mates. 

They-- they're a bit slower than me. I get there. Probably because I'll leave so early. 

What do you mean you leave so early? 

Well, when the music starts I start walking. 

OK. OK. I thought you meant you meant you were chuffing out of class early. 

No. I wish, but no. 

Directed by Debra Goodsir. Film and interview by Mandy Huber. Starring Sam Craft. Copyright Debra Goodsir, 2016. 

