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Dear _______,
Braille is crucial.  People who lose their sight may need to consider the importance of learning braille.  Braille can help you do many different things.
	First, learning to read and write with braille can help you do the same schoolwork as your classmates.  Your friends will think you are smart. You will feel good about your good grades. You can work together with your friends on projects.  Doing math where you need to show work can be easy when you know braille. You can read the same novels as your friends and join book clubs. Braille makes you feel like your friends who can see.
	Second, knowing braille allows you to play games with your friends. Many games come with braille on them. For example, you can buy a deck of Uno cards and play with your friends or your family. Scrabble, playing cards, Sudoku, Monopoly, Phase 10, Skip Bo are just some games that can be bought with braille on them so that you can play with other people. If you are creative you can create your own games using braille.
	Third, you can use braille in other places besides school. If you are lucky enough to live near a restaurant that has a braille menu, you can read the menu and order what you want without your parents help. If you like to cook, you can get a braille cookbook and brailled food prep items such as measuring cups.  Once you have what you need, you can make a meal or a dessert on your own. If you need help, you can have your mom help you; but it is better to do the cooking on your own.  When you travel to hotels, you can read the braille labels on the elevator and on the doors.
	Finally, knowing braille can help you when you finish school.  You will be able to go to college or get a good job. You can pick a job that you are interested in. Or, you can find a job that pays you good money.  The world is at your fingertips, pun intended.
	How independent do you want to be now, and when you are grown up?  Learning braille now will help you achieve your goals. Start small and take baby steps. Before you know it, you will be reading and writing with braille. 

Sincerely,


___________________

